Working on
the Railroad

Railroads are dangerous places for emergency responders to work. The
equipment is unfamiliar, the locations can be remote, and the rules of the
road are far different from the highways and roadways worked every day.

This two-hour class will teach you how to safely operate on and around
railroad tracks and the vehicles that operate on them. Topics covered include:

e Railroad right of way

e Track operation

e Signals

e Crossing landmarks

e Resources for responders
e Freight locomotives

Special attention is given to Amtrak passenger trains, including:

e Amtrak locomotives

e Electrical and air systemss

e Passenger car construction and features
e Mass casualty incident considerations

e Forceable entry points

e Patient packaging and extrication

NOTE:

This two-hour event is
classroom only. Actual
extrication from an
Amtrak car is shown
by photos only, not
demonstrated.

You will leave this class with an awareness of the multiple
hazards you face when working on and around railroad tracks,
how to access patients, what additional resources are available
to you at an incident, and tips for dealing with a mass casualty
incident that may also be happening on the train or in the

surrounding area.

About the Instructor:

Ed Mund is a Firefighter/EMT-B with Riverside Fire Authority in Centralia, WA. He began his fire and EMS career in
1989 with East Olympia Fire District Six in Thurston County, Washington, where he attained the rank of Captain and
EMS Officer. He is a fire and EMS curriculum author, photographer and Subject Matter Expert for 24-7 EMS and
CentreLearn. He is also a contributor of articles and photography to JEMS Magazine, Best Practices in Emergency Services,
Emergency Medical Services Magazine, NAEMT News, and the Washington State Firefighter, where his work with school bus
rescue and mass casualty response has been featured. He serves by appointment representing volunteer pre-hospital
providers on the Washington State Governor’s EMS and Trauma Care Steering Committee. He is a past member of the
Washington State Fire Fighters’ Association Board of Trustees where he served as Secretary/Treasurer, and continues

to serve as WSFFA EMS Division Director and representative to multiple collateral agencies.
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